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Five reasons why Calvary Lutheran Church and Steel Lake
Presbyterian should consider working together:

1. Shared Faith and Mission
o Both Calvary (ELCA) and Steel Lake (PCUSA) are rooted in the gospel of
Jesus Christ, with strong commitments to Word and Sacrament,
community engagement, and ecumenical partnership. Their traditions
already recognize one another’s ministries and sacraments, making
collaboration natural and faithful.
. A Stronger Witness in Federal Way
o Instead of two congregations quietly working independently, a united
church could offer a vibrant, visible, and hopeful Christian presence in
Federal Way. Together, the witness would be clearer and stronger for
neighbors seeking a spiritual home.
Faithful Stewardship of Resources
o Maintaining two separate entities and administrative systems places
heavy strain on limited budgets. Any form of partnership would allow
for more faithful use of resources—freeing up funds and energy for
worship, outreach, and service rather than just survival.
4. Broader Ministry Possibilities
o Each denomination brings unique strengths to the table: the Lutheran
tradition offers a rich heritage of liturgy, music, and sacramental life,
while the Presbyterian tradition contributes strong gifts in governance,
teaching, and theological reflection. Together, these traditions could
create a church community with deeper worship, broader mission
engagement, and stronger opportunities for discipleship across
generations.
5. Building a Sustainable Future
o Both congregations face the realities of decline, but together we can
chart a hopeful path forward. A combination would signal to the wider
community that we are committed to life, growth, and vitality for future
generations of Christians in Federal Way.
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