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Living Resurrection Together
“To live from resurrection—
that indeed is the meaning of
Easter.” ~Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Nadia Bolz-Weber, founding pastor at House for All Sinners and
Saints (HFASS) in Denver, recalls
a day in the early years of that
church when an influx of newcomers came into the congregation. These newcomers had
heard Pastor Bolz-Weber preach
at an Easter Sunrise Service at
Red Rock, and were excited to be
part of the ministry that her gospel-preaching imagined.
Nadia was less than enthusiastic
about these newcomers. These
worshipers looked nothing like
the disaffected hipsters the congregation had up-till-then attracted. Instead, these visitors were
classic middle-American WASPs.
And in her estimation, they
would compromise the integrity
of her happy congregation of
church misfits.

Then a spiritual friend exposed
Bolz-Weber’s bias to her. She
suggested to Nadia that perhaps
she needed to expand her definition of Church—an ironic comment to this pastor who had developed a mission-start ministry
consisting of gay, trans, tattooed,
recovering, homeless, dechurched, and otherwise fringe
participants.
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Bolz-Weber was faced with a
critical question, Who is the
Church for? The way she had de-

veloped her mission start,
HFASS, the church was for
disenfranchised people.
But now suddenly she was
forced to imagine a church
that could include people
whom she’d never envisioned in the congregation.
And, much to her dismay,
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continued from Pastor Lori...
she had to confess that while
these people didn’t fit her
definition of “her” church,
nevertheless Jesus had died
and risen for them as much as
for her hipsters.

on a perfect congregation—
but on the transformative
power of Christ to make
them Easter people.

The death and resurrection of
Christ—and of us who are
baptized into Christ—
produces all kinds of unexpected relationships. And the
greatest oddity Christ’s life
creates is the Church itself.

“The greatest
oddity Easter
creates is the
Church itself.”

During Lent 2019 we have
been listening to the teachings of Dietrich Bonhoeffer
about “Life Together.” At the
heart of his exploration is this
assertion: The church is not a
bunch of like-minded people
who always get what they
want from each other; instead, the church is a collection of incredibly diverse believers who all put their trust
in Jesus. The Church is a motley crew of Jesus-followers
who hang their hopes—not
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Pastor Nadia Bolz-Weber conducting a baptism ceremony.
(photo courtesy of the House For
All Sinner and Saints website:
http://houseforall.org/media/
gallery.php?i=1

“To live from resurrection,”
Bonhoeffer asserts, is the
“meaning of Easter.” In Life
Together he describes “living
from resurrection” as ministry: A ministry of holding
one’s tongue when we are
tempted to say something
negative about our neighbor,
of humility, listening, helpfulness, bearing one another’s
burdens and joys, and of reassuring each other with
Christ’s promises. The church
is, in other words, a place to
practice new life.

On the March 17th worship,
we celebrated a Rite of Welcome and Invitation, and
blessed a new cross banner.
That Sunday we committed
ourselves to “live from resurrection” with each other. We
affirmed our Welcome Statement, saying that, while we
may be different from each
other, we have been called
together to live out our faith in
Christ. As resurrection people
we committed to practice our
faith by being “different together.” These words reflect
our trust in Christ’s ability to
transform us into Easter people.
As Holy Week and Easter approach this month, may Christ
take to his grave all that would
keep us from being Church together, and raise us up again
Easter morning to “live from
resurrection”—not only for
the sake of us as a congregation, but for the sake of the
world.
With Easter hope,

Pastor Cornell

Lent Happenings

Get your bookmark at Calvary &
track your 40-day journey!

We hope you are
enjoying the
Lenten Devotional!
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Easter
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Upcoming Happenings
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Book Clubs & Ministries
LWR Quilting
Ministry
Monday, April 8th
10:00 a.m.
Learning Center #1
Contact: Corky Black

Calvary Book Club
Lunch Bunch is canceled
during April. Join us in
May at Black Angus and
June at Wally’s.
Contact: Vicki Smith

Naomi Circle
Monday, April 15th
1:00 p.m.
LC#1
Hosted by Janet Vahala
They will be assembling
health kits!

Open to men and women interested in
exploring literature together.
Thursday, April 25th at 12:30 p.m.
Calvary Library
Book: Beneath a Scarlet Sky
by Mark Sullivan
May’s Book:
Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine
by Gail Honeyman
Contact: Gail Pierson

Contact:
Madeline Tam

Fierce Women’s
Faith Study
Open to all women of Calvary.
Is on hiatus during Holy Week
(April 15th). The group will resume
in May.
Contact: Pastor Lori

Men’s Book Club
Thursday, April 11th
1:30 p.m. — LC #1
Book: Fly Boys by James Bradley
May’s Book: Voyage of the Beagle
by Charles Darwin

Contacts: Larry Bengtson, Bill Johnson
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Bible Studies
Thursdays at 8:00 a.m.

Young Adult
Ministry
Bible Study

April 4th
Poverty Bay Café
1108 S. 322nd Pl, FW
April 11th

LC #2

April 18th

LC #2

April 25th

LC #2

Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.
in the home of
Kyle Franklin
NO STUDY ON APRIL 18th

Facilitator: Bill Johnson

All members ages 19 40-something are
welcomed to join!

Tuesday Bible Study
Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. in LC #2
April’s Topic: 1st and 2nd Corinthians
Facilitators: Pastor Lori Cornell, Intern Pastor Ben Williams

Wednesday Bible Study
Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. in the Calvary Library

During Lent, the weekly conversation is based on our
40-day Journey with Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Facilitators: Pastor Lori Cornell, Intern Pastor Ben Williams
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March Memories

Thank you to Kathleen Parks and her team
Suzanne & Jim Higgins, Al Hagen, Ben Johnson,
Marylla Cook & Sammi Fonseca for the beautiful
purple Lenten decorations.
Also to Marj Hause for the Reconciled in Christ
celebration banners in the Sanctuary and Great
Room.

(left) Having the day off,
the Youth of Calvary
surprised Intern Pastor
Ben Williams at his
Thursday Coffee with
the Intern gathering.
(Photo courtesy of
Lin Fant )

(above) We are grateful that Jim Higgins continues to decorate the halls of Calvary with his innovative photography.
Earlier this year, he challenged us to guess these Calvary
close-ups. Did you guess right? Look for Jim’s new series of
photos that depict the beauty of Calvary in abstract form.
(Photo courtesy of Donna Hinkley)
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(above)
Calvary celebrated its
Reconciled in Christ
status on Sunday, March
10th. This cake made by
Kyle Franklin was a part of
the celebration. (Photo
courtesy of Kyle Franklin)

From the Endowment Team
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continued from the Endowment Team
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From the Leadership Team
Over the last year and a half,
the Leadership Team has
gathered to discern Calvary’s
identity and purpose—both
internally and how we are
perceived or known externally. We have prayed together—for our process, for the
congregation, for ourselves,
and for the greater Federal
Way community. We have
read and discussed multiple
congregational data sources
in an effort to best understand where we have come
from, where we are now,
and where God is leading us
(and who God is leading us to
be) in our next chapter.
Through this process, the
Leadership Team discerned
and learned that:
Much of our identity and
and purpose are best described in the themes of our
ministries. We are the
church that feeds people—
spiritually, emotionally, and
physically. We are a congregation that is passionate
about fellowship and togetherness. We are a congregation that desires to come to a
greater understanding of
God and scripture. And this
is a cycle—we feed and we
are fed, we fellowship, we
learn, and our faith manifests
through feeding and being
fed, etc., etc., etc…

Our 2009 Long Range Plan
(now 10 years old) aimed for
us to invite more people into
knowing the Christ. We have
been faithful and have completed most of the very long
list of tasks. We added new
faces to our pews but we have
not grown our numbers and,
in particular, not added young
families. Perhaps it
is because we made technical
changes rather than adaptive
ones. We are thrilled with the
space, lighting, heating, and
kitchen we planned! Now
how do we use them to share
Christ with our neighbors?
Our Covenant of Renewal,
adopted via congregational
vote in January 2018, speaks
to change that creates a
healthy culture. To use the
words of our long-range plan,
how will we "inspire and
equip" ourselves to be this
congregation we promised to
be. The covenant does not
seem to be new in 'who' we
desire to be but how we will
get there together.
Our CAT Survey gave us a
wide variety of ideas focused
in four areas: 1) develop ministry to heal those broken by
life, 2) build and nurture authentic relationships, 3) call
and equip members for ministry, and 4) reach new people,
especially the young. Again,
these are very similar to what

we identified in our longrange plan.
These continuing desires
create an even longer list of
questions. We recognize
change is needed, but are
we open to the scope of
change necessary? How
does an aging congregation welcome those who
are young? How do we understand needs rather than
guessing at solutions? Are
we effectively listening to
God? Where would we
start to find the partners we
say we want? How do our
gifts match our goals?
Our current ministries
provide an extensive list of
opportunities, and we have
a facility that could accommodate many more. Seven
of our 40 ministries reach
beyond our walls.
We find it challenging to
communicate what we are
doing and why, both internally and externally. How
do our offerings and ministries connect to the current
needs of our neighbors?
How do we further define
our identity so that all our
ministries are centered
within our purpose to
spread the Gospel? And
how do we do so as both a
duty and a joy? How do we
best represent to the com11

Continued from the Leadership Team
munity who we are and
who we desire to be?
Our Listening Posts show
the depth/breadth of hope
and commitment and
expectation in Calvary.
However, almost all of our
responses were technical
changes rather than adaptive ones. How do we
research the feasibility and
framework needed for
results we desire? How do
we expect God to change
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us? Are we able to begin
with a grand dream and
build a framework backwards?
The Leadership Team has
been grappling with these
questions and discerning
God’s continued call for
Calvary. In many ways, it
seems that we have more
questions than answers—
but that is a reflection of
the fact that God is big and
has big dreams for us.

We do not yet know what Calvary will look like in 3, 5, 10,
50, or 100 years—but we continue to make Christ both our
center and our goal.
(The supportive documents that
were used by Kathleen Parks are
available for your review in the
Church Office.)

From the Media Coordinator
Congrats to Calvary on our
300th Podcast!
April 8th will mark Calvary’s
300th podcast Episode! Since
2014, Calvary has been
posting weekly Sanctuary
Worship sermons as well as
special occasions such as the
Cantatas and Coffee House
productions!
If you are new to the podcast
world, don’t be intimidated.
It’s been several years since
the word podcast originated,
and today many people are
still intimated on how they
work.
So, what is a Podcast? It’s basically a digital audio file

made available on the Internet for downloading to a computer or mobile device, typically available as a series,
where new installments can
be received by subscribers
automatically.
You have two main options to
access the Calvary podcast.
The first is to visit our website
link at http://
calvaryelca.podbean.com/.
Each time you visit the newest
edition will be on the top,
ready for you to click “play.”
You can also access this by
visiting Calvary’s webpage at
www.calvaryfw.org, then click
on “SERMONS.” This option is
great on mobile devices as

Sharing the News of Calvary
Someone moves to Federal
Way and wants to find a
local Church to worship.
How do they find one?

research on Instagram or
Twitter, and visit Facebook
to see what places their
friends “like.”

Yes, a direct invitation from
a neighbor is still a great
approach. These days, however, a clear majority of
seekers perform an internet
search to find a church.
They will probably search
Google by key words, and
go to yelp.com and read the
reviews for the contenders.

How results appear in the
search bar are determined
by both the search words
used and the “buzz” created
by others who have previously clicked on that page.

In order to gauge the culture and beliefs of a church,
they may do #(hashtag)

You have the power to help
Calvary be in the top of
search results, and lead
Church seekers to the
wonderful community here
at Calvary Lutheran!
The more buzz created by

well as regular computers.
The second option is to
download a podcast app on
your phone or tablet. We
recommend “Podbean”
which is available on both
Apple and Android products. After downloading,
search for our channel
“calvaryfw”.
Be sure to “follow” or
“subscribe” to our channel
in order to find us later and
get automatic reminders
when new podcast episodes
are published.
Still have questions? See me
in the Church Office.
Happy Listening!
Donna Hinkley
Media Coordinator
multiple users, the more
visible Calvary will be to the
digital community. Do can
help by: searching for and
view Calvary’s listing on internet search programs like
Chrome and Internet Explorer. Visit our website
frequently:
www.calvaryfw.org.
Share Calvary’s postings on
Facebook (#calvaryfw or
@calvaryconnections) and
Twitter (calvary_elca)
Finally, rate and view Calvary Lutheran in all the social
media platforms you use.
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Members and Milestones
Prayers for Members
with Ongoing Health Issues
Ardy Jobse
Carrie Ferguson
Doris Rime
Grace Schwartz
Janet Freeman-Daily
Jeanne Hotchkiss

John Moller
Judy Nalley
Marlise Ross
Susan Hoppler

Join “Calvary Lutheran
Church, Federal Way, WA”
for up to date events and
photos!

Calling All FaceTime Visitors
Marlise Ross, our dear member, needs a visit or two.
Will you help?
Marlise has been residing in Denver, Colorado with her daughter
and family since August, because of a series of health issues.
Do you have an iPhone? Have you done FaceTime before with
friends or family? Pastor Lori is mounting a campaign to do a
couple of FaceTime video calls to Marlise, when she moves into
her new assisted living apartment in Denver.
Please contact the office if you are interested. Or set a reminder
for April 1 on your iPhone calendar, “Call Marlise Ross on
Facetime,” and brighten her day with a visit from a familiar face.
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Birthdays
1 Judy Bengtson
2 Bonnie Nagode
3 Gerry Daily
4 Matt Winslow
6 Jeanne Hotchkiss
Sandy Klungness
8 Mary Ann Odne
9 Suzanne Prowse
13 Janet Freeman-Daily
14 Craig Hoppler
15 Sonja Kropp
16 Doris Rime
18 Allen Parke
20 Sue Snyder
21 Yvonne Eagan
22 Hannah Thoreson
23 Aileen Ambrose
24 Carrie Ferguson
29 Kathleen Parks
30 Raymond Holmes

Baptismal
Anniversaries
Vivian Anderson
Corky Black
Mitchell Bugert
Steve Bugert
Dottie Corliss
Gerry Daily
Nancy Fallon
Janet Freeman-Daily
Doris Hauf
Emily Kropp
Sonja Kropp
Al Parke
Larry Reintsma
Becky Riddle
Glenn Sawyer
Vern Warmbo
Shari Winslow

April 2019 Calendar
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Leading in Worship Schedule—Part 1
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Leading in Worship Schedule— Part 2
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Church Financials
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