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THE CALLER 

“Wherever there are 
sinners, the weak, 
the sorrowful, the 
poor in the world, 
that is where God 
goes. Here he lets 
himself be found by 
everyone and this 
message goes 
throughout the 
world, year and 
year anew. And it 
also comes once 
again to us this 
year.”  
-Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 
Christmas Sermons 

The Holy Family, Greg Olsen 
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From your Council President: Kyle Franklin 

about Jesus teaching in the 
Temple and performing mira-
cles and dining with people 
who were way below him in 
social status.  We have heard 
the stories—but how often do 
we reflect on the way that Je-
sus truly changed the world? 
  
The weekend prior to Thanks-
giving, a small group from Cal-
vary (Pastor Lori, Intern Pastor 
Megan, Bobbi McClane, Dave 
Fernandez, and myself) trav-
eled to Seabrook Conference 
Center to meet with seven 
other congregations, Bishop 
Jaech, and the Synod Revitali-
zation Team.  We are partici-
pating in a program called Im-
agine that is intended to 
equip us to grow and become 
even more integral to Federal 
Way, both to those who al-
ready benefit from our minis-
tries and to the greater com-
munity.  Our guiding scripture:  
  
Now to him who by the pow-
er at work within us is able to 
accomplish abundantly far 
more than all we can ask or 
imagine, to him be glory in 
the church and in Christ Jesus 
to all generations, for ever 
and ever. Ephesians 3:20-21 
  
Over the next two years, this 
small team will regularly meet 
and study scripture.  We will 
pray for each other, for the 
congregation, for Calvary, and 
for the greater Federal Way 

community.  And, in all reali-
ty, we will encourage you to 
love the Calvary that is and 
has been while challenging 
you to embrace the Calvary 
that could be.  We know that 
change is sometimes uncom-
fortable, but we also know 
that the birth of Jesus 
changed the world!  And, in 
Jesus’ name, we have the 
power to change the world, 
too! 
  
As a first step, I ask you to 
pray.  Pray for the Imagine 
team.  Pray for Calvary and its 
ministries.  And for yourself 
and your heart as a vital part 
of who and what Calvary is 
and could be. 
  
May this season of waiting 
for Immanuel be filled with 
expectation and yearning for 
a world changed. 
  

 
 
 
 
 

Kyle A. Franklin,  
Council President  

Some of my greatest memo-
ries at Pacific Lutheran Uni-
versity are of Tuesday nights 
in Tower Chapel, singing and 
praying through Holden Even-
ing Prayer.  The chapel was 
illuminated only by candles 
and the flickering of the light 
somehow added to the con-
templative nature of wor-
ship.  The depth of darkness 
and the importance of the 
light were always amplified in 
the winter.  “Keep watch 
within me, God; deep in my 
heart may the spirit of love be 
burning bright.”   
  
Holden Evening Prayer was 
especially important to me 
during Advent.  Beyond the 
presence of darkness and 
light, the fact that we sang 
about Mary and the Annunci-
ation helped to reinforce an 
air of expectation that other-
wise felt absent for me.  I was 
raised in a tradition that fo-
cused on Jesus coming to save 
the world.  But, in the liturgi-
cal church, the season of Ad-
vent expresses a yearning and 
longing for Jesus to come and 
change the world! 
  
We have all heard the stories 
of the poor Jewish boy who 
was born in a stable and laid 
in a manger.  We have heard 
about the visit of the Magi 
and the shepherds.  We have 
heard about the exile in 
Egypt.  We have also heard 
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Advent 

Advent Focus:  Come, Lord Jesus 
 

Sunday, December 3rd Advent : Hope  Forum:  What in the World is Ad

      vent?  And  what does Bonhoeffer 

      have to do with it?” 

 

Sunday, December 10th Advent: Change  Forum: Cider, Cookies, & Reflections 

      9am service/children program 

 

Sunday, December 17th Advent: Power  Adult Forum: TBD 

 

Sunday, December 24th Advent: Peace  Christmas Eve Joint worship with 

      Steel Lake at 10am 

 
Wednesday December 6th,  13th, 20th  Advent Soup and Study Noon in Social Hall 
      Holden Evening Prayer 7pm, Great Room 
 

All are welcome to join us for Noon and 7pm Advent Services: Noon includes lunch with soup and bread. 

 

SIGN UP NOW TO BRING FOOD! 
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December Happenings 

 

Bring a plate of your favorite cookies to share!  
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December Happenings 

 
Bring your voice, your friend who 

doesn’t have a church to sing Christmas 
songs in, and be ready to sing to      

amazing accordion accompaniment. 
  

Featuring our friend, and guest artist, 
Erick Swenson.   

 
(This replaces Pub Theology  

for December.) 
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 Ministries Meeting in December 

 

 

Thursdays at 8:00 a.m.  

December 7th  
Poverty Bay Café,  
1108 S. 322nd Pl. FW  
 
December 14th  LC #2 
December 21st LC #2 
 
Facilitator: Bill Johnson 

Men’s Book Club 

Next Meeting: Thursday, 

December 14th, 2017  

at 1:30 p.m. (LC#1) 
 

Book: The Greater Journey  

by David McCullough 
 

January’s Book: The Last Stand 

of the Tin Can Sailors  

by James Hornfischer 
 

Contacts:  Larry Bengtson and 

Bill Johnson  

There will be no  

December gathering  

for these groups: 
 

Book Club  

LWR Quilters 

Wednesday Bible Study 

Naomi Circle 

Prayer Shawl   

YAM (Young Adults) 

  

 

These groups will not 

meet on specific dates: 
 

Sunday Forum 

Sunday, December 24th  

 

Deeper Life Band 

Monday, December 18th 

Monday, December 25th 

Monday, January 1st 

 

Tuesday Bible Study 

Tuesday, December 19th  

Tuesday, December 26th  

Tuesday, January 2nd 

 

 

Deadlines 
 

Annual Reports 

Monday, January 8th 

 

January Caller 

Monday, December 18th 

Lunch Bunch 

December 21sT 

at 11:30 a.m.  

Twin Lakes Country Club 
 

Contact:   

Mary Helen Amberson  

 

 

LUNCH BUNCH 

 

 WIDOW’S  

SUPPORT  

GROUP 

Widow’s Group 

Salad Potluck 

December 14th 

at 12:00 p.m.  

Corky Black’s home 
 

Please contact the church 

office for directions. 
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UPDATE  Reach Out – Help Needed 
by Suzanne Higgins 

 

Reach Out shelters –for both men and women opened on October 1 and will run through 
March 31.  We are anticipating that both shelters will be running at capacity.  The Women’s Shelter 
will be at Good Shepherd Episcopal Church all 6 months while the men’s shelter will be hosted by 
St. Columba’s (October & March), New Community (November), St. Vincent’s (December) and 
here at Calvary (January & February).    The program is run by donations and grants which pay for 
the staffing provided by Catholic Community Services and supplies.  The balance of items needed 
are provided by volunteers (meals and host sites and things like socks).   
 
The men will move to Calvary on Tuesday, December 26 and leave on Monday, February 26, 2018.  
When we are hosting the men Calvary needs to provide: 

1. a host each evening  who will be responsible to let in the site manager provided by Catholic 
Community Services and the meal teams.  Then help the meal teams set up their meal service.    
2. meals for one week at Calvary – January  8-14, 2018 - a hot dinner for 25 hungry men (main dish, 
vegetable, salad, bread, dessert)     

 
With our current health issues, Jim & I will not be able to be as involved as in past years so we real-
ly need your help.  Signup sheets are up now.  
 

Questions?  Ask me 
Suzanne Higgins 
higginsjs@comcast.net or 253-395-8722 

   Need:  7 meals teams (4-5 each) plus one person to coordinate the week 
   Need:  shopper to purchase items needed for our week of meals 

    Need: host for each night – sign up for once a week or just part of the 9 weeks  

Volunteers prepping salad 

mailto:higginsjs@comcast.net
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Red Wagon Update 

THANK YOU TO 

THE MANY  

MEMBERS OF  

CALVARY AND  

STEEL LAKE THAT  

SUPPORTED THE 

STUDENTS OF   

SUNNYCREST AND 

CAMELOT  

THIS  CHRISTMAS 

SEASON! 
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Members and Milestones 

Prayers for Members  

with Ongoing Health Issues 
 

 

 

Ardy Jobse 

Blaine Anderson 

Carrie Ferguson 

Grace Schwartz  

Janet Freeman-

Daily 

Phyllis Dirks 

Martha Smith 

Paula Heidelman  

Virginia Benson 

Yvonne Eagan 

Jim Higgins 

Suzanne Higgins 

  Loren Peterson 

 

Jeanne Hotchkiss 

John & Pat Corliss 

John Moller 

Marlise Ross  

Marion Beck 

Elaine Lundeen 

Marsha Case 

Join “Calvary Connections  

of Federal Way” for up to 

date events and photos!   

“To the members that are so sup-

portive. It has meant so much to 

me to get your cards and wishes 

for my health to improve. The 

prayers have also supported me. 

God bless all of you. 

 Merry Christmas.”  

-Marsha 

Case 

MILESTONES 
 

 

Birthdays 
4 Joyce Criss 
4 Chris Harris 
8 Kevin Kropp 
9 Dixie Baeth 
10 Deborah Fager 
10 Marshia Nicholson 
14 Sandra Cook 
14 Isaac Winslow 
16 Emily Kropp 
16 Mary Sawyer 
20 Phyllis Dirks 
22 Claire Hansen 
24 Lynn Naumann 
25 Mel Bellerud 
27 Diana Paris 
29 Larry Bengtson 
31 Marlise Ross 

 

 

Baptismal Anniversaries 

Marion Beck  

Neal Cook 

Phyllis Dirks 

Morgan Fant 

Ryan Hagen 

Jim Higgins 

Elaine Lundeen 

Suz Marie Tousley 

Nevada Paris 

Patrick Paris 

Sierra Paris 

Betty Pingeon 

Joey Russo 

John Tomko 

Suzannah Winslow 
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Serving in Worship Schedule 

10 10 
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December 2017 Calendar 
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Financials 

End-of-year contributions:  If you want your contributions to be included in your official year-end tax 

statement from the congregation, please submit them no later than Sunday, December 31st.  

 

Still seeking your pledges:  Our stewardship drive ended in November, but if you forgot or were away, 

you can still submit your pledge.  Pledging gives your congregational leaders important information for 

developing a responsible budget.  Pledges can be mailed to the church office, or you can drop them by 

during office hours.  Handling of all pledge information remains confidential no matter when the 

pledge is submitted. 


