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Fake News versus Good News 

The Caller 

“Little children, let us love, not in 

word or speech, but in truth and 

action.” 1 John 3:18 

 

A few weeks ago, I received an 
email and was tagged on Face-
book with an article that stirred 
up anxiety in some of our mem-
bers. The title of a Washington 
Post column rebutting the original 
article explains the anxiety: “A 
church allegedly asked older 
members to leave. Leaders say 
that didn’t actually happen.” 

The original story, without embel-
lishment, was that the district 
offices of the United Methodist 
Church in the Twin Cities area had 
decided to close a church that 
had been in existence for 30 
years, in an effort to consolidate 
its members and develop minis-
tries in areas of the city that were 
better able to sustain and grow 
ministry. The church site was to 

be sold, and the cash available 
redirected to a new mission 
start. As a consequence of this 
closure, current members of the 
closing congregation would 
need to find a new place to wor-
ship. They were encouraged not 
to consider joining the mission-
start congregation for several 
months—so that the pastor-
developer could begin to estab-
lish strategies appropriate to the 
mission-start setting, with new leaders who wouldn’t be 

inclined to impose expecta-
tions from their previous 
ministry experience. 

So why did members of the 
closing congregation share 
with the St. Paul Pioneer 
Press that they were being 
asked to leave? Because 
that’s what it felt like to 
some. An increasing num-
ber of members were over 
60, and this restart and re-
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Continued from Pastor Lori Cornell… 
location was going to require 
them to find a new church. 
People of all ages were 
asked to move congrega-
tions because their doors 
were closing. But to some 
older members, who had 
invested themselves in the 
life of the congregation over 
its three decades it felt like 
the UMC leaders were telling 
them that they were too old 
and didn’t matter anymore. 

Before commenting on this 
article, let me give you some 
facts to allay any fear you 
may have about this set of 
circumstances: 1) Synod 
Bishops (the equivalent of 
District leaders in the UMC) 
do not make property deci-
sions for ELCA congrega-
tions; according to the mod-
el constitution and Calvary’s 
constitution, only Calvary’s 
voting members can make 
those decisions. 2) People 
regularly confuse feelings 
with facts; church members 
do it, and journalists do it. 

What the members of Calva-
ry do with our property is 
Calvary’s decision. 

That said, Calvary is at an 
intersection. We have some 
important decisions to make. 
We are, like many mainline 
churches, “housepoor” (with 
an annual mortgage of 
$44,200) but eager to minis-
ter in our distinctly urban 

context. Our leaders are 
working tirelessly to discover 
smart ways for us to do that.  
But we continue to be the 
majority-senior congregation 
that we were in 2000. 

Place is important for this 
congregation: This is where 
you have forged friendships, 
raised children, celebrated, 
grieved, cried, and laughed. 
This is where we have trusted 
in Christ, confessed our sins, 
sung “Alleluias,” and com-
mended our loved ones into 
Christ’s care. 

The challenge for each of us 
is to generously share our 
space in such a way that al-
lows newcomers (whether 
visitors to worship, or build-
ing users) to feel welcome 
and accommodated. The cul-
ture of the congregation will 
affect whether our welcome 
is generous. Do we think of 
this church as ours or 
Christ’s? Are we here for our-
selves or to serve Christ’s 
mission of extending grace to 
the world?  How do you and I 
contribute to or impede that 
mission? Our answers to 
these questions will deter-
mine our future. 

The year 2020 is anxious time 
for many in our world and 
our church. Technology and 
culture are changing to so 
rapidly an in such unantici-
pated ways, that we can feel 

like we hardly know how to 
establish firm footing. That 
anxiety can sometimes lead 
to unidentified anxious feel-
ings that cause us to mis-
represent the way things 
are—as some of the mem-
bers of that church in Min-
nesota did. That means we 
all need to make fewer as-
sumptions, and ask better 
questions about the things 
that make us anxious. Prac-
ticing openness will not only 
help congregational leaders 
and members to communi-
cate more effectively, it will 
create a culture of curiosity 
and collaboration that will 
be inviting to others. 

Peace be with you, 

 

 

 

Pastor Lori Cornell  
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 Upcoming Happenings 



Grades 7th & 8th 

Wednesdays 6:30 – 8 pm 

 Calvary Library 

*None Feb. 26—April 15 
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 Upcoming Happenings 
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 Upcoming Happenings 

Look for 

this sym-

bol on  

advertisements of events and  

programs where all congrega-

tions housed here are invited!  



Ministries & Book Groups 
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 Men’s Book Group 
 Open to all men of Calvary.  
 

Thursday, November 14th  
1:30 p.m. — LC #1 

 
 
Book: Crucible of  
Command 
by William C. Davis 
 
Next Book:  
Skipping Christmas  
by John Grisham 
 
Contacts: Larry Bengtson, Bill Johnson  

 Men’s Book Group 
 Open to all men of Calvary.  
 

Thursday, February 13th  
1:30 p.m. — LC #1 

 
 
Book: The Second 
Mountain 
by David Brooks 
 
March’s Book:  
A World in Disarray 
by Richard Haass 
 
Contacts: Larry 
Bengtson, Bill Johnson  

Calvary Book Group 
Open to men and women interested  
in exploring literature together.   
 

 

Thursday, Feb 27th 
 12:30 p.m.    

Calvary Library  
 
 

Book: Where the  
Crawdads Sing 
by Delia Owens 
 

March’s Book: The 
Guernsey Literary &  
Potato Peel Society 
by Schaffer & Barrows 
 
Contact:  Gail Pierson  

Fierce Women’s Faith Study 
  

Saturday, Feb. 1st 
10:00 A.m. 

Pastor Lori’s home 
 

Book: Inspired   
by Rachel Held Evans. 
 

We will finish the book  
and decide future meeting 
times. RSVP with a text  
or email so we know to 
expect you.   
 

Contact:  Pastor Lori  

Thursday, Feb. 20th - 11:30 a.m. 
Location: Olive Garden 
Contact: Vicki Smith 
 

LUNCH BUNCH 

NAOMI CIRCLE 

NOW ON THE 4th MONDAY 
Monday, Feb. 24th - 1:00 p.m.  
Location: Kathleen Parks 
Contact: Madeline Tam 

LWR QUILTING 
 

Monday, Feb. 10th - 10:00 a.m. 

Learning Center #1 

Contact: Corky Black  
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Bible Studies, News & Milestones 

Tuesday Bible Study   

Tuesdays, 10:00 a.m. -Learning Center #2 
 

Focusing on the book of Romans. 
 

 Facilitators: Pastor Lori Cornell,  
 Intern Pastor Melissa Anderson Trust 

Wednesday Bible Study 

    Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m. -Calvary Library 
 

 A weekly conversation based on the  
 upcoming scriptures for Sunday’s Worship. 
 

 Facilitators: Pastor Lori Cornell,  
 Intern Pastor Melissa Anderson Trust 

Men’s Bible Study   

 Thursdays at 8:00 a.m. 

     Feb 6th  Poverty Bay Café 
        1108 S. 322nd Pl, FW 

 

Feb. 13th, 20th, 27th   
   LC #2, 8:30 a.m.  

 

Facilitator: Bill Johnson 

 

Baptismal Anniversaries 
Prayers for Ongoing  
Health Issues  

 1  Marcly Curtis 

6  Alex Nagode 

9  Barb Frost 

9  Lynn Fisher 

12  Doris Hauf 

14  Bobbi McClain 

15  Becky Riddle 

16  Waverly Hagen 

17  Marshall Warner 

23  Nancy Conkle 

24  Mike Ragan 

26  Shari Winslow 

27  Madeline Tam 

Ardy Jobse 

Janet Freeman-Daily 

John Corliss 

Marshia Case 

Susan Hoppler 

Vivian Anderson 

Suzanne Bergstrom 

Nellie Gordon 

Ardy Jobse 

Dick Pierson 

Sue Thoreson 

Birthdays  

Fred Meyer has donated $2500  

towards our Sack Lunch program as 

part of their Kroger Co. Zero Hunger 

Zero Waste Foundation! Thank you 

to Rachel O’Reilly for applying for 

this grant! 



February 2020 Calendar 

8 
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Church Year Calendar Explained 
Ever wonder where we get the altar colors, bible verses and themes for each Sunday?  
The ELCA church runs on a 3-year cycle, with 2020 being year A. Here is glimpse of the future;  
a look at the remaining 2020 ELCA Liturgical Calendar.   

*Worship Leader Schedule coming 1st week of February.* 
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Financial Update 
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