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Engaging Lent 

The Caller 

The season of Lent is upon us. It’s 
the season of turning inward and 
turning towards God. For many it 
is a season of fasting – for going 
without something we regularly 
use. 
 
The days leading up to Ash 
Wednesday are filled with people 
deciding what to “give up” for 
Lent. Our social media feeds have 
become a convenient and public 
venue for sharing what we are 
“giving up.” 
 
One of the popular things I see 
people “giving up” for Lent these 
days is social media. Facebook 
was created in 2004 as a way to 
connect with people attending 
the same college. In 2004, no one 
considered “giving up” social me-
dia for Lent! Sixteen years later, 
the world is a different place and 
social media is an inescapable 
part of our lives (if you’ve avoided 
it in your life, major kudos!).  

When people decide to “give 
up” social media, they usually do 
so with a post containing a witty 
meme such as “BRB in 40 days. 
Gone for Lent” or “Gone for 
Lent, See you at Easter.” These 
memes are generally posted 
right after their post for Ash 
Wednesday: “Get your Ash in 
Church!” 

I’ve never given up social media 
for Lent (it’s hard to do when 
you manage business social me-

dia accounts). Over the 
years, most of my Lenten 
practices have involved 
food: twice in college I was 
a vegan during Lent 
(perhaps not the healthiest 
choice for a college student) 
and a few times I even gave 
up alcohol for Lent.  
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Continued from Intern Pastor Melissa… 
What I appreciate about the 
different fasting options peo-
ple choose for Lent, is the 
way they prompt conversa-
tional engagement — an op-
portunity to speak about our 
faith and its importance in 
our lives! 
 
For example, your friends 
are talking about a photo 
they saw on Facebook or In-
stagram. When they ask you 
about your opinion, instead 
of shrugging it off and saying 
you didn’t see the post, you 
recognize their question as 
an invitation! Not only did 
you not see the photo but 
the reason why you didn’t 
see the photo, is a significant 
part of your life! You take 
the invitation and an oppor-
tunity for transformation 
emerges. 
 
The times when I gave up 
alcohol during Lent occurred 
when I was in my mid-20’s. 
Ted enjoyed these Lenten 
fasts as he had a built in des-
ignated driver. When out 
with friends, they would ask 
me why I wasn’t drinking:  
(friend) “You sure you don’t 
want one?” 
(me) “Yes, I’m sure.” 
(friend) “Are you pregnant?” 
(me) “No, I gave up alcohol 
for Lent.” 
(friend) “Huh?” 
Humorous, yes? But did you 
see the invitation? My 
friends certainly thought it 

was weird that I was abstaining 
from alcohol when I wasn’t 
pregnant but they hadn’t heard 
of the season of Lent. This was 
my invitation to share about 
my faith and its importance in 
my life. 
 
Many of these friends have had 
negative experiences with the 
institutional church or with 
Christians. Many have wit-
nessed the harm done to their 
loved ones in the name of Je-
sus. These moments where an 
invitation for me to share my 
faith and say that the God I 
have experienced, loves every-
one and does not discriminate 
in the way that humans do. 
And I am able to commiserate 
that the institutional church is 
a broken human institution 
(hello, human!). 
 
Fasting by “giving up” some-
thing is not the only option for 
Lent. There are many ways to  
practice Lent that can lead to 
the invitation to share why you 
are doing things differently in 
Lent. 
 
Our Gospel reading for Ash 
Wednesday talked about giving 
alms and prayer as two other 
options. 
 
Giving alms. How do you give a 
little more during this season 
then you normally give? Giving 
alms is not just about the offer-
ing plate (although that is a 
good thing too). Calvary is par-

ticipating in Lutheran World 
Relief’s Season of Hope. Help 
others with personal care by 
donating personal care items 
each week. We will assemble 
the kits on Palm Sunday.  
 
Prayer. Add intention to your 
prayer life during Lent. Join 
us on Wednesdays at 7pm 
for a time of contemplative 
song and prayer. Grab a 
“Lent in a Bag” kit in the Nar-
thex. The kits include 
prompts for engaging as-
pects of Lent at home. You 
can use the kit individually or 
use it together as a family. 
 
There are many other op-
tions for wandering through 
the Lenten wilderness. Be 
creative! Strive to exercise 
for 30 minutes a day. Engage 
a practice of gratitude. Buy a 
coffee for the person behind 
you in line every time you go 
to Starbucks. 
 
Whatever you do or do not 
do during this Lenten sea-
son, do it with intention. Pay 
attention. Invitations abound 
for you to share with others 
the reason why you are do-
ing things differently. 
 
Let us journey together this 
season, 

Intern Pastor Melissa  
Anderson Trust 
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 Ways to Serve Others 

GROUNDS WORK PARTY 
 

Saturday, March 7th 

9:00 a.m. 

Red front doors. 

Contact: Bill Johnson 

Dear Friends and Family 

of Calvary Lutheran, 

Thank you again for your 

generosity.  A full wagon 

of snack supplies has 

been delivered from you 

to the FWSD BAG school 

feeding program. 
 

We are supporting Lu-

theran World Relief this 

Lenten Season by col-

lecting Personal Care Kits 

into the Red Wagon. Fol-

low the schedule that will 

be published in the 

Weekly Newsletter, and 

watch the wagon over-

flow with new items to 

bless those around the 

world! 
 

Thank you again for car-

ing for your neighbor, 

whether near or far, and 

God bless you all! 
 

~Carolyn Davis,  
Red Wagon  
Coordinator 

SACK LUNCH 

Is in need of clean, dry, regular-sized 

plastic grocery bags. Please bring 

your donation to the church kitchen.  



 

 Ways to Connect 

THURSDAY, MARCH 19TH 
11:30 a.m. 

Contact: Vicki Smith 
Location:                 
RED LOBSTER 
2006 S 320th St, FW 

LUNCH BUNCH NAOMI CIRCLE 

4th MONDAY 
MONDAY, MARCH 23RD 

1:00 p.m.  
                        Contact: Madeline Tam 

Location:               
Charlotte Warner’s Home 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
QUILTING 

 

MONDAY, MARCH 9th 

10:00 a.m. 

Contact: Corky Black 

LEARNING CENTER #1     

PUB THEOLOGY 

FRIDAY, MARCH 27TH 
6:00 p.m. 

MEMBERS & FRIEND 21+ 
Contact: Mike Ragan 

Location:  
J.P’s TAVERN 
32925 1ST AVE. S. FW 

COFFEE WITH INTERN 
MELISSA 

 

WEEKLY ON THURSDAYS 

Location:           10:00 a.m 

POVERTY BAY CAFÉ  
1108 S. 322nd Pl. FW 
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YOUNG ADULT MINISTRIES 

ST. PATTY’S DAY GATHERING 
 

12:15 p.m. 
(AFTER DEEPER LIFE) 

Contact: Intern Pastor Melissa 
Location:  
LEARNING CENTER #1 

 

CALLING ALL SINGERS! 
 

You are invited to join our Choirs, just in time to perform 
our 2020 Easter Cantata: Calvary’s Love on April 5th.  

 
WEEKLY REHEARSALS  

ON THURSDAYS 
6:00 p.m.—BELL CHOIR 

7:15 p.m.—VOCAL CHOIR 
Contact: Ryan Batcheller, Director 

ryanbatcheller@hotmail.com 208-949-3455 
Location:  
CHOIR LOFT in the Sanctuary 
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Youth News 

March 8: LiT & Confirmation 
Dinner & Special Guest Speaker 
4pm to 6pm, Pastor Lori’s House 
“Talking Gender & Sex with a Public 
Health Nurse” 
Guest Speaker, Bobbi McClain,  
Registered Nurse. 
 

We will talk about gender identity and 
expression, giving yourself time to 
grow up, and all the important stuff. 
Come ready to write down your ques-
tions so the experts can respond. 

 
March 29: LiT 
“Destination Unknown” 
4pm, Calvary Parking Lot 
Be ready to go places you haven’t 
been before. 
 

Wear your hiking boots (or at least 
running shoes) in case the terrain is 
rugged. 

By Intern Pastor Melissa Anderson Trust 
 

The February LiT gathering brought a wonderful meal of lasagna and conversation surrounding 
lies. The youth explored lying by looking at the story of Jacob and Esau (Genesis 25:19 – 28:5). 
The also discussed lying today. It was a fruitful conversation with delicious food! 
 
February 23rd the youth served dinner for the Men’s Reach Out Shelter. Seven youth and four 
adults from Calvary and Christ Lutheran spent the evening sharing in the bounty of all that we 
have. The evening was not only an experience of hospitality; it was also one of food prepara-
tion awareness — gloves, hand washing, dish washing, cleaning counters, and more! The 
youth have many talents…do you know which youth is an ice cream scooping expert? 
 
The confirmation students wrapped up their study of the Lord’s Prayer in early February and 
tackled the Sacrament of Baptism. It is a lively group that keeps the teachers on their toes. It is 
also a deeply insightful group where theological connections are made each week and the top-
ic at hand is applied to their everyday lives. 

A reaffirmation of faith 

for grades 7/8. 

Group for High School Students 
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Upcoming Happenings 

 

UPCOMING 2020 

HOLY WEEK DATES 
Save these dates! 

 
 

April 5th—Palm Sunday 

“Calvary’s Love” Cantata at 9:00 a.m. 
 

April 9th—Maundy Thursday  

7:00 p.m. 
 

April 10th-–Good Friday 

12:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. 
 

April 11th—Easter Vigil 

7:00 p.m. 
 

April 12th—Easter Sunday 

 9:00 a.m. & 11:15 a.m. 

March 1st: Living Stones: “How the faith 
community shapes the experience of 
members for life in an out of the Washing-
ton Corrections Center.” 
 

Guest Speaker: Pastor Chris Ode, lead Pas-
tor of Living Stones will be speaking during 
worship, and during Education Hour, about 
the Ministry of Living Stones. 
 

March 8th: Luther on “The Bondage of the 
Will vs. the American Ideal of Free Will.” 
Presented by Pastor Lori & Intern Pastor 
Melissa. 
 

March 15th & 22nd: TBD 
 

March 29th: “Privilege” (from Living Lu-
theran). Presented by the Welcoming Team 
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  Men’s Book Group 
 Open to all men of Calvary.  
 

Thursday, March 12th  
1:30 p.m. — LC #1 

 
Book: A World in  
Disarray 
by Richard Haass 
 
April’s Book:  
Leadership in  
Turbulent Times 
by Doris Kerns Goodwin 
 
Contacts: Larry 
Bengtson, Bill Johnson  

Calvary Book Group 
Open to men and women interested  
in exploring literature together.   
 

 

Thursday, March 26th 
 12:30 p.m.    

Calvary Library  
 
 

March’s Book: The 
Guernsey Literary &  
Potato Peel Society 
by Schaffer & Barrows 
 

April’s Book: TBD 
 
Contact:  Gail Pierson  

Fierce Women’s Faith Study 
  

Monday, March 16th 
6:30 p.m. 

Pastor Lori’s home 
 

Book: Dear Church 
by Lenny Duncan 
 

We will finish the book  
and decide future meeting 
times. RSVP with a text  
or email so we know to 
expect you.   
 

Contact:  Pastor Lori  

Tuesday Bible Study   

Tuesdays, 10:00 a.m.  
 Learning Center #2 
 
 

Focusing on the book of Romans. 
 

 Facilitators: Pastor Lori Cornell,  
 Intern Pastor Melissa Anderson Trust 

Wednesday Bible Study 

    Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m.  
  Calvary Library 
 
 

 A weekly conversation based on the  
 upcoming scriptures for Sunday’s Worship. 
 

 Facilitators: Pastor Lori Cornell,  
 Intern Pastor Melissa Anderson Trust 

Men’s Bible Study   

 Thursdays at 8:00 a.m. 
 

     Mar 5th Poverty Bay Café 
       1108 S. 322nd Pl, FW 

 

Mar. 12th, 19th, 26th   
  Learning Center #2 
 

Facilitator: Bill Johnson 
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Member News & Milestones 

 

WE MARJ! 

What Marj does for Calvary… 

 Assisting Minister (writes prayers) 

 2 Choirs 

 Visitation Team 

 Reach Out Meal schedule 

 Lettuce Brigade (Community Supper) 

 Worship Leader Schedule Coordinator 

 Transports members to doctors 

 

Thank you Marj for being a  

Calvary All-Star! 

Baptismal 
Anniversaries 

Prayers for Ongoing  
Health Issues  

3  Neal Cook 

5  Joey Russo 

7  Suzanne Higgins 

8  Noah Kropp 

12 Ellen Campbell 

15 Vonne Fowler 

16 Steven Nagode 

17 Susan Pearson 

19 Carol Murphy 

20 Runa Thompson 

21 Marsha Case 

22 Jan Barber 

26 Larry Reintsma 

28 Suzannah Winslow 

Ardy Jobse 

Dick Pierson 

Janet Freeman-Daily 

John Corliss 

Marsha Case 

Nellie Gordon 

Phyllis Dirks 

Susan Hoppler 

Suzanne Bergstrom 

Vivian Anderson 

Dixie Baeth 

Nancy Conkle 

Ken Corliss 

Karin Johnson 

Kevin Kropp 

Roger Lundeen 

Doris Rime 

Jacob Thoreson 

Jean Warmbo 

Isaac Winslow 

Matt Winslow  

Birthdays 
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Installation of council members at the 11:15 Deeper Life service, 
February 9th, 2020. From left to right: Pastor Lori Cornell, Margaret  
Peterson, Janet Vahala, Cindy Wagner, and Bob Roegner  
(photo courtesy of Glenn Sawyer) 

Ministry teams and program leaders, please think ahead about  

what has happened during the month and what is coming up.  

Submit information, pictures, or stories of impact to  

media.calvaryelca@comcast.net  

by the 20th of each month. Our Media Coordinator will  

collect, format, and get this information into future monthly Callers. 

The 2020 Annual Meeting on February 2nd was well attended.  
(photos courtesy of Glenn Sawyer) 



ELCA News 
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March 2020 Calendar 
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March’s Worship Leader Schedule 

*Worship Leader Schedule coming 1st week of February.* 



  

Financial Update 

AT THE INTERSECTION OF FAITH AND SERVICE  

ENDOWMENT FUND. Your Endowment Fund Ministry Team is pleased to announce that the sum of 

$2,800.00 is available from income earned by the Fund in 2019. This income is intended to provide 

support for special programs and projects identified as worthwhile by or on behalf of our congrega-

tion but not included in our annual budget. We encourage any group or team who believes their pro-

ject or program meets the criteria and needs financial support to apply for Endowment funds. Appli-

cations are available in the church office with instructions on how to submit a request. For more infor-

mation contact any team member: Gail Pierson, Al Hagen, Kelly Thoreson, Dixie Baeth or Diana Paris.  


