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500 Years of Reformation
On October 31, 2017 we will officially celebrate the 500th anniversary of what we’ve come to know
as the beginning of the Reformation
– the moment when Martin Luther
nailed his 95 Theses to the church
door in Wittenburg – his 95 points
about his understanding of who
God is and how these points
differed from the faith he and the
culture currently practiced.
Luther saw a lack of justice and a
disconnect between the God he
read about in the Greek translation
of the Bible versus the God he’d
heard about in church through
teachings and readings from the
Latin translation. Luther began to
learn about a God of overflowing
grace and freedom.
While we attribute the beginning of
the Reformation to Martin Luther,
and sometimes even the whole
movement itself, it’s worth remembering that the social circumstances
were just right for people to make a

change. People were on the verge of a
renaissance, plague and famine ravaged
the land, and the church at the time
was taking advantage of the poor in
their midst. Something had to change in
society, and in the church, and the time
was ready for the Holy Spirit to move
her people.
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From Intern Pastor Megan, continued...
the presence and power of God’s
grace showed up to drastically
change the course of a group of
people.
Going all the way back to the beginning, the Israelites also had to figure
out their relationship with God. I
think we sometimes forget this. We
absorb the idea that God has been
present in the world with humankind for all ages and we kind of forget that the Israelites had periods of
overhaul and figuring things out,
too. From the moment humankind
knew good from evil, our relationship to God changed. We see this
story through Adam and Eve and
then we see the formations of relationships between family, neighbors, and God begin to take shape in
the Torah.
Throughout Genesis, we see that
there are some covenantal ideals
and traditions to uphold, but we
only know what they are from reading about the practices in the stories. Once we reach the books of
Exodus, Leviticus, and Deuteronomy, we are able to read about the
ways the laws have been spelled out
and set before the people of Israel.
This would be a large part of their
connection and relationship to the
Lord their God.
Over time the Israelites had to learn
how their relationship to the presence and mercy of God would
change based on their geographical
location. Their understanding of
God’s grace and mercy in their times
of exile was different than their understanding when they were stable,
in the place they called home. When
they were on the move, God’s mercy and faithfulness presented to
them in nature and through the Ark
of the Covenant. When they were
stable, they experienced God’s presence in the temple.
We see another overhaul of how
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humankind understands God’s presence and mercy when Jesus arrives
as a human in the world. The birth
of this baby boy is foundational for
our current understandings of God’s
grace in the world. This baby came
to turn the world on its head. Leaders and religious principalities were
challenged while sinners and outcasts found themselves blessed with
the company of this roaming prophet and teacher. Towns and cities all
throughout Judah and Galilee
learned about the ways that God’s
grace would one day be open for all.
Jesus preached the forgiveness of
sins and then he really turned society upside down when he, as an innocent person, endured crucifixion by
the state. In his moments of death
he stayed in an attitude of grace,
forgiveness, and mercy. In the midst
of his agony and his sense of abandonment from God, he also extended mercy to others being crucified
and the crowd standing around as
they watched him die this slow
death.
In his resurrection, grace and forgiveness between humankind and
God are made complete. It is a proclamation that there is new life on
the other side of death. We have the
opportunity to live in freedom and
forgiveness because a loving, fierce,
innocent man came to love us, live
with us, and die for us so we could
be raised again to new life.
Days later we arrive at Pentecost –
the day and season when the Holy
Spirit arrived to move through the
people of God, just as Jesus said she
would. Pentecost was a time where
believers in the same room began to
speak different languages and, instead of misunderstanding one another, the power of the Spirit helped
them to see each other with new
light and understanding. As the Spirit opened them to the differences
within the church they found unity

and power for the growth of the
church.
I envision the period of Reformation in Martin Luther’s time as
a type of Pentecost. The Holy
Spirit moved in this time to create
new understandings of God’s
grace through Jesus. The Spirit
moved to help people see that
they have direct access to this
love and grace through the presence of Jesus and the promises of
God. The Spirit moved to open
eyes and create multiple denominations that would last through
our time. Christians found different ways to receive and experience the love of Christ.
While these denominations could
be seen as fractures, they can
also be seen as the speaking of
multiple languages. We can fundamentally understand each other through the experience of the
love and grace of Jesus even
though our practices look different.
And now, here we are – 500 years
after this major Reformation.
How is the Holy Spirit moving
today to help us re-imagine the
grace of Jesus Christ in this
world? Where is the Spirit moving
us to reform? – To embrace theologies of forgiveness and mercy
we’ve neglected – To move forward with fierce and audacious
theologies to bring justice to the
oppressed and the silenced. Can
you see the Spirit moving?
Can you re-imagine God’s grace
in this time?

Intern Pastor Megan Phillips

Stewardship
Stewardship 2018, Coming to a mail box near you...

Serving Each Other in Worship
by Marj Hause
Many thanks to all who serve
each week to make our worship welcoming and meaningful. Soon you will be filling out
your “Time and Talent” sheet
for 2018. You will be asked to
consider how you will serve in
worship for the coming year.
We rotate among those who
have indicated where they
wish to serve. In some functions we have only a few
members signed up so they
serve very often. You will be
contacted each month in advance to verify the dates you

are available. Assignments
are posted by the month via email, The Caller and on
our CLC Website. A few
days prior to the Sunday
you are serving, you will
also receive an email reminder from our CLC office.
We especially could use
more folks to serve as:
• Acolyte
• Building Supervisor
• Sound Board
• DL communion servers
• Altar Guild (especially
communion clean up

after Deeper Life)
Last year several folks did
not put their name on the
form- if you were not scheduled that might be why. If you
have questions please contact
Marj Hause or Pastor Lori.
We have printed instructions
for each assignment and we
are happy to offer personalized training. If you are already serving, please indicate
on your form you wish to continue. New assignments start
January 2018.
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Ministry and Opportunity
What is the Mutual Ministries Team?
to equip his people for works of service, so
that the body of Christ may be built up.
Ephesians 4:12
The Mutual Ministry Team commits itself to
strengthening the life and mission of Calvary
Lutheran Church by caring and praying for
the pastor and the congregation.
They help strengthen Calvary's pastor by
reflecting on and shaping her ministry. To
further the congregation's goal of ministry
that invites, inspires, equips, and engages-they provide a caring, confidential sounding

board and a source of reflection, ideas,
and counsel To (1) meet regularly with
the pastor, (2) provide a listening ear, (3)
act as coach and advisor in making observations or suggestions where helpful,
(4) provide help as needed to the pastor
in developing work-related plans, and (5)
review these plans periodically with the
pastor.
Welcome Bobbi McClain and Gail Pierson
as the two newest members to the
Mutual Ministries Team!

Hurricane Harvey Trip
In September Calvary’s Council recommended that
we form a Task Force to begin plans for a 2018 trip
to Houston to help with reconstruction after Hurricane Harvey. Bill Johnson and Randy Baeth, who
went on the post-Katrina trip, were suggested as
members along with Pastor Lori. Mary Ann Odne,
also a Council Member, expressed interest in being
in on the preliminary plans. If you are interested in
helping with the planning or going on the trip, let
Emergency workers gather at the intersection near Salem Evanany of these four people know.
gelical Lutheran Church in Southwest Houston.
Photo courtesy of the ELCA Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod

Reach Out Proposal
On September 10 the congregation met in a Forum to discuss Reach Out’s proposal to build a
long-term, year-round shelter on Calvary’s property. Kathy Varney from Reach Out and Lisa
Christen from Catholic Community Services were present and responded to questions from
the congregation. Those in attendance expressed a general consensus that the proposal
should be investigated and that a Task Force be put together to bring back proposals regarding the related advantages and disadvantages of leasing or gifting property to Reach Out, for
the congregation to consider in a future forum. If you have additional input or professional
contacts that may be helpful to the process, please contact Waverly Hagen, Suzanne Higgins,
or Pastor Lori.
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Calvary Service Needs
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Reformation Happenings

Ein Feste BURG IST Unser Gott
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Reformation Happenings

The Calvary Book Club would like you to join our group! We meet monthly (the fourth
Monday) at 7:00 p.m. in the church library to discuss the selected option, which includes a
mixture of fiction, non-fiction, and classics.
We welcome new members. We welcome you to visit.

Try us out! Even if you don’t

want to be a regular but a particular book is of interest to you, please join us for that meeting. ~Gail Pierson Questions? Contact me!

Next Meeting: October 23rd at 7:00 p.m.
Book: A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman
November’s Book: The Beach House by Mary A. Monroe

Men’s Book Club
Next Meeting: Thursday, October 12th, 2017
at 1:30 P.M. (LC#1)
October’s Book: Brand Luther
by Andrew Pettegree
November’s Book: Silent Spring (50th Anniversary)
by Rachel Carson
Contact: Larry Bengtson, Bill Johnson
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Reformation Happenings
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October Events

9

Intergenerational Ministries
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Women’s Ministries
LWR Quilting
Ministry

Naomi Circle

Tuesday, October 10th
at 2:00 p.m.
LC#1

Monday, October 9th
at 10:00 a.m.
Learning Center #1

Contact:
Marj Hause

Contacts: Corky Black or
Madeline Yamada

Prayer Shawl Group
No meeting until
November
Contact:
Deanna Kaasa

Lunch Bunch
LUNCH
BUNCH

Thursday, October 19th
at 11:30 A.M.
Peking Wok
32921 1st Ave S. FW
Contact:
Mary Helen Amberson

Men’s Ministries

Thursdays at 8:00 A.M.
October 5th

Poverty Bay Café,
1108 S. 322nd Pl.
Federal Way

October 12th
October 19th
October 26th

LC #2
LC #2
LC #2

Facilitator: Bill Johnson
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Senior Ministries
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Book Clubs

The Calvary Book Club would like you to join our group! We meet monthly (the fourth
Monday) at 7:00 p.m. in the church library to discuss the selected option, which includes a
mixture of fiction, non-fiction, and classics.
We welcome new members. We welcome you to visit.
Try us out! Even if you don’t want to be a regular but a particular book is of interest to you, please join us for that
meeting. ~Gail Pierson Questions? Contact me!

Next Meeting: October 23rd at 7:00 p.m.
Book: A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman
November’s Book: The Beach House by Mary A. Monroe

Men’s Book Club
Next Meeting: Thursday, October 12th, 2017
at 1:30 P.M. (LC#1)
October’s Book: Brand Luther
by Andrew Pettegree
November’s Book: Silent Spring (50th Anniversary)
by Rachel Carson
Contact: Larry Bengtson, Bill Johnson
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Around Calvary
New at the Calvary Library

Many YOUTH books have
been purchased or donated to
the Calvary Library!

Come on over to the Calvary Library
and check out a book for the Reformation season!
There are great books to explain the
Reformation to kids, including a popup, comic, and a chapter book about
Luther’s wife.
The Calvary Library is always opened
to check out during Sunday worship.
hours!

September Highlights
Day Of Service

Calvary’s annual Day of Service was Saturday,
September 9th. On this beautiful day, members
celebrated creation by forming two groups to
serve in the Federal Way community in different capacities.
The first hosted a successful booth at the Federal Way Farmer’s Market in the parking lot of the
Commons Mall. There they gave away Calvary
seed bookmarks, painted nails and faces, hosted a eco-friendly quiz, passed out environmental education, and blessed the pets of visitors.
The other group went to Hylebos Wetlands
Park. There they met with the Federal Way
Parks department and succeeded in clearing
out brush and debris.
Thank you to all that participated in showing
love and care for God’s Creation!
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ELCA News
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Fun Times Near You
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Members & Milestones
Prayers for Members
with Ongoing Health Issues
Ardy Jobse
Blaine Anderson
Carrie Ferguson
Grace Schwartz
Janet FreemanDaily

Jeanne Hotchkiss
John & Pat Corliss
John Moller
Marlise Ross
Marion Beck
Elaine Lundeen

MILESTONES
Marsha Case
Martha Smith
Paula Heidelman
Virginia Benson
Yvonne Eagan
Jim Higgins
Suzanne Higgins

Birthdays
2 Aaron Bunting
2 Nevada Paris
5 Tim Riddle
6 John Moller
7 Carol Peterson-Powell
8 Tina Hoppler
8 Olivia Liening
8 Desamu Thorpe
9 Gayle Miller
10 Grace Schwartz
13
14
18
18
20
22
22
23
25
25
26
27
29
30
31

Jennifer Nelson, Librarian at Sunnycrest
Elementary would like to thank Calvary
members for your 17+ brand new books donated to their school. These books are especially what the children need and will be
put to great use!

Dick Pierson
Elizabeth Logan
Marj Hause
Vern Warmbo
Ryan Hagen
Paula Paris
Bob Roegner
Joyce Smith
Bill Johnson
Pichin Oksenvaag
Ben Johnson
Donna Hinkley
Lori Cornell
Karen Sheppard
Glenn Sawyer

Baptismal Anniversaries
Karen Caldara
Ellen Campbell
Keith Klungness
Loren Peterson
Tim Riddle
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Serving in Worship Schedule
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October 2017 Calendar
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Financials
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