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 Jesus said, “Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell 

into the hands of the robbers?” The lawyer answered, “The one who showed him  

mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”      Luke 10:36-37 

 

I wonder what Jesus’ first audience 

thought about his parable of the 

Good Samaritan. Samaritans were, 

after all, the original whipping boys 

of any Orthodox Jew. A good Jew 

would do everything she could to 

travel outside Samaria when moving 

from Galilee down to Jerusalem and 

visa versa.  Samaritans were the half-

breeds of Judaism, compromising 

their faith by settling for a worship 

site on Mount Gerizim rather than 

making the pilgrimage to the Temple 

to the south.  So just hearing Jesus lift up a Samaritan as the hero of this 

story probably raised the hair on the back of his listeners’ necks. 

But notice who the Samaritan helps, because I think that is the more 

challenging part of the parable for us in 2016. The man who the Priest 

and Levite avoid but the Samaritan stops for is a man who has been 
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beaten and robbed. He was in the wrong place 

at the wrong time—after all, any sane person 

would know that you never travel the road 

from Jerusalem to Jericho alone. The Priest 

and Levite could easily have justified their  

behavior by saying that stopping to help him 

could have made them victims of robbers as 

well. No doubt they asked themselves the 

same questions about safety that we do when 

we consider picking up a hitchhiker or stop-

ping on the side of the freeway for someone 

in a disabled vehicle:  “Am I making myself 

unnecessarily vulnerable?” “Will I just become 

another victim?” “Was this person careless 

about his own safety, and now he’s risking 

mine?” 

 

Our world is rife with trouble, and each of us 

wants to avoid being its next casualty. So we 

ascribe to the Christian values of love and 

mercy, but become increasingly cautious, then 

question our own motives, and feel guilty for 

not acting out of our beliefs. We are afraid. 

And there’s reason for our fear: We leave  

behind the Year 2015 with an ever-growing 

awareness of the possibility of domestic  

terrorism, racial tension, hate crimes, police 

brutality and police officers who are afraid for 

their own survival, ethnic and religious  

conflict and misunderstanding, the unfathom-

able plight of refugees on the other side of the 

world, and fear-mongering politics. The  

brutalities of life that we first-world American 

citizens have so blithely avoided or ignored 

are staring us in the face. They are our  

problems. 

 

Which could explain why many of us are  

inclined to curl up in the fetal position and 

wish all this bad news would go away. 

 

 

But Christ’s light lifts our heads, and draws us 

out of our fear, to respond to the world he 

loves. He calls us to be “the ones who show 

mercy.” 

 

This New Year offers us the opportunity to be 

Christ’s people who walk in the Light that the 

darkness cannot overcome. And to do that we 

have to face our fear. What or who are we 

afraid of? What stories do we tell ourselves 

and others about what will happen if we risk 

approaching the beaten and robbed of our  

society? What stories do we tell ourselves and 

others about how “those people” got into the 

bad situation that they are in? And how can we 

bridge this impasse of being called but afraid 

to show love and mercy. 

 

I would like to invite our whole congregation 

to enter 2016 with a New Year’s resolution to 

practice what we believe—to be the ones who 

show mercy. I suggest we do this (beyond the 

many hands-on ways we currently serve  

people) by examining exactly the stuff that 

makes us afraid—racial tension, poverty,  

violence—and discovering how to practice an 

empathy that allows us to be the neighbor 

Christ wants us to be. 

 

On January 10, 17, and 24 at Forum we will be 

talking about “Race and Faith.” We will  

examine what the Bible and Jesus have to say 

about race. We’ll listen to our Presiding Bishop 

Elizabeth Eaton in dialogue with others about 

the topic. We’ll hear people’s personal narra-

tives. And one of our own members will share 

her perspective on what it means to follow 

Christ and work to mend racial divides. 

 

These Forums are the beginning of the  

Council’s initiative to have “Courageous  

Conversations” about the controversial issues 

we find ourselves confronting when we hear 



The Red Wagon is ready to roll in the New Year on Sunday, January 
10th!  We are going to focus our mission again on Sunnycrest Elemen-
tary School in Kent.  Because there is no budget for the purchase of 
new books for the library, your help is much appreciated. 
 
You may recall this was a mission for us in February of 2015 and the 
librarian and children were so very excited to be able to expand their 
shelves.  They even made donation book plates for each book donated 
by Calvary. 
 
The following is part of the Sunnycrest wish list. A complete wish list 
can be found in the Narthex or outside the Great Room. 
 

 Choose Your Own Adventure (any in series) 
 Cupcake Diaries (any in series) 
 Diary of a Wimpy Kid #10: Old School  
 Dork Diaries #10: Tales from a Not so Perfect Pet Sitter 
 Geronimo Stilton (any in series) 
 Elephant and Piggie: I Really Like Slop 
 Island of Dr. Libris (Grabenstein) 
 Last Present (Mass) 
 Magic Tree House: Balto of the Blue Dawn 
 Pete the Cat and the Bedtime Blues (Dean) 
 Thank You and Good Night (McDonnell) 
 Thea Stilton (any in series) 

 
The books can be found at Barnes & Noble and/or Amazon.   
Please don’t worry about duplications, as they can always  
use more than one copy! 
 
If you would prefer to make a monetary donation, those funds  
would be used to purchase books from the list. 
 
Thank you for helping Sunnycrest Elementary School’s Library. 
 
Peace to you all for 2016, 
 

Marcly Curtis 
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 Outreach 
Red Wagon Spotlight:   
Sunnycrest Elementary School Library 
  

the call to “the one who 

shows mercy.” Please join 

this conversation, and do 

it with your heart set on 

contributing to (as one of 

our offering prayers says) 

to the “care and redemp-

tion of all that God has 

made.” 

 

Perhaps this resolution 

will allow us to greet 2016 

with a sincere “Happy 

New Year.” 

 

Your Sister in Christ, 

Reach Out  
 

Men’s Shelter moved to 

Calvary on Monday,  

December 28th. They 

will be with us through 

Sunday, February 28th.  

We are hosting 30 men 

this year. 

 

FW Community 

Caregiving  

Network 
recognized Calvary as a 

Partner Level Sponsor 

at their 16th Annual 

Souper Supper on  

October 24, 2015.  

Calvary’s “constant sup-

port … helps [FWCCN] 

assist people and families 

in need…” 
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December 2015 Photos 
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Naomi Circle 
Saturday, January 2nd 
10:00 A.M.    
Madeline Yamada, host-
ess 
2915 S. 381st Way 
Auburn, WA  98001 
253.457.1916  
Contact: Madeline Yamada  

  
The Prayer Shawl Group 
welcomes all who knit or 
crotchet.    
Monday, January 4th 
10:00 A.M. in LC #2. 
Contact: Deanna Kaasa 
 

 

LWR Quilting Ministry 
Monday, January 11th   

10:00 A.M., LC #1 

Contacts: 

Corky Black &  

Madeline Yamada 

 

Women’s Ministries 

LUNCH BUNCH Lunch Bunch 

Thursday, January 21st, 11:30 A.M.  

Poverty Bay Café 

1108 S. 322nd Place 

Federal Way, WA  98003  

Contact:   

Mary Helen Amberson  

Book Clubs 

The Book Club is open to men and 

women interested in exploring litera-

ture together.  The next Book Club 

meeting will be held on Monday,  

January 25th at 7:00 P.M. in the Library. 

January Book:  The Girl on the Train by 

Paula Hawkins 

They will meet again on Monday,  

February 22nd to discuss Go Set a 

Watchman by Harper Lee. 

Contact:  Gail Pierson 

Book Club 

The next Men’s Book Club meeting 

will be held on Thursday, January 

14th at  1:30 P.M. in LC #1. 

January Book:  The Road to Character 

by David Brooks 

They will meet again on Thursday, 

February 11th. 

Contact: Larry Bengtson 

Men’s Book Club 

 

http://mapq.st/1-8Jtbo5yG
http://www.amazon.com/Girl-Train-Paula-Hawkins/dp/1594633665/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1451418593&sr=1-1&keywords=girl+on+the+train
http://www.amazon.com/Go-Set-Watchman-Harper-Lee/dp/0062409859/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1451418865&sr=8-1&keywords=go+set+a+watchman+harper+lee
http://www.amazon.com/Go-Set-Watchman-Harper-Lee/dp/0062409859/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1451418865&sr=8-1&keywords=go+set+a+watchman+harper+lee
file:///C:/Users/Sarah/Documents/14_mp3_files (online-audio-converter.com)
http://www.amazon.com/Road-Character-David-Brooks/dp/081299325X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1451418370&sr=1-1&keywords=the+road+to+character+by+david+brooks
http://www.amazon.com/Girl-Train-Paula-Hawkins/dp/1594633665/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1451418593&sr=1-1&keywords=girl+on+the+train
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Bible Studies  

Thursday mornings at 8:00 A.M.   

 

The current study is from the video series Sacred Texts of the 

World, a series from The Great Courses. 

On Thursday, January 7th, they meet at Poverty Bay Café,  

1108 S. 322nd Place, Federal Way.  January 14th, 21st, and 

28th, they will meet in Calvary’s Learning Center #2.  

Contact: Bill Johnson  

Men’s Bible Study 

Midweek Bible Study 
 

Wednesdays at 10:00 A.M. in Pastor Lori’s office.  

Each week, they discuss the Scriptures for the upcoming Sunday 

and explore how they apply to our lives today. 

No class on Wednesday, January 27th. 

Tuesday Bible Study 
 

Resumes on Tuesday, January 13th, 2016. 

Tuesdays at 10:00 A.M. in Learning Center #1.   

Tuesday Bible Study will be held Tuesdays, January 13th and 20th. 

They will be completing their study of Seven Events that Shaped the 

New Testament World by Warren Carter.   

Sunday Forum 
 

Resumes on Sunday, January 10th, 2016. 

Sundays at 10:15 A.M. in the Social Hall. 

January 10th, 17th, and 24th: Exploring Race, Faith, and the  

Power of Empathy 

Led by Pastor Lori (1/10, 1/17) and Peggy Peterson (1/24) 

No Forum on Sunday, January 31st—Annual Meeting. 
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FLY and Calvary’s High School Group will be serving dinner at 

the Reach Out Men’s Homeless Shelter on Saturday, January 9th. 

 

On Sunday, January 10th, Learning in Motion, Confirmation, and 

High School students will gather to pack lunches for Reach Out at 

10:15 A.M. in LC #2.  On Sunday, January 17th, classes will resume 

their normal schedule: 
 

 Learning in Motion (K-5) LC #2 

 Confirmation (6-8)  Library 

 High School Group (9-12) Fireside Room 

 

Wednesday Confirmation resumes on Wednesday, January 13th 

and will continue every Wednesday at 6:30 P.M. through Wednes-

day, February 3rd. 
 

Have you ever thought about 

teaching Sunday School?   

We need one or two more  

people to teach our Learning in 

Motion (K-5) class on Sunday 

mornings at 10:15 A.M.  If you 

are interested, please contact the 

church office. 

  

Service Project: 
 Men’s Homeless 

Shelter Dinner 
 

Calvary Lutheran  
Saturday, Jan 9th 

8:30 p.m. 

Intergenerational Ministries 
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WELCA Spring Retreat ♦ May 13-15, 2016 ♦ Dumas Bay Centre 
 

 $195 Registration (Full Retreat) ♦ $180 Early Registration ♦ $130 Saturday Only 

 

Registration forms are available in the Narthex. 

Young Adult Ministries 

Doing something.  

 At some point.   

  Somewhere.  

   During the month of January. 



Church Business & Community 
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The Finance Team’s report will not be included in this issue of The Caller. A thorough report will 

be available in the 2015-6 Annual Report.  The Annual Report will be available on Sunday, January 

17, 2016.  The Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 31st. 

 

Please pick up your Annual Report on Sunday, January 17th. 

 

Lent Preparations 
 

Our theme for Lent in 2016 is Baptism.  Do you have a tabletop  

fountain we can borrow?  We need a fountain for each worship space.   

It would be returned to you after Easter (March 27th.) 

 

We need the fountains prior to Ash Wednesday, February 10th, 2016. 

 

 

The church office will be closed on Monday,  

January 18th in observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. 



  

Birthdays  
 

1 Grace Huffman 

3 Charlotte Warner 

3 Tony Willing 

6 Dave Frost 

7 Ellen Gaebe 

7 Holly Fisher 

9 Martha Smith 

10 Trent Fernandez 

11 Sue Thoreson 

15 Jean Schiedinger 

16 Nellie Gordon 

16 Curtis Hogenson 

16 Marjorie Lyman 

18 Janet Vahala 

20 Randy Baeth 

20 Roger Lundeen  

21 Jacob Thoreson 

24 Lin Fant 

27 Ardith Jobse 

30 Nancy Fallon 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 Baptismal Anniversaries 
 

Denise Achman 

Anna Chamberlain 

Lin Fant 

Mike Fant 

Paula Heidelman 

Carolyn Hillis 

Ben Johnson 

Joshua Johnson 

Arlene Peterson 

Katherine Peterson 

Torie Peterson 

Emily Thoreson 

Desamu Thorpe 

 

 

  

Prayers for Members  

with Ongoing Health Issues 
 

 

 

Aileen Fink Ambrose 

Marion Beck 

Virginia Benson 

Marsha Case  

Yvonne Eagan 

Carrie Ferguson 

Janet Freeman-Daily 
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Jeanne Hotchkiss 

Harold & Ardy Jobse 

Joann Jones 

Jan Olson 

Brendan O’Reilly 

 Marlise Ross  

Milestones 

Dear Friends, 
 

I want to thank you for all the flowers and cards you 

gave in memory of Howard.  It comforted me to see 

the outpouring of your love and concern for me and 

my family.  
 

Yours in Christ, Nellie Gordon 
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Serving in Worship Schedule 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

27 
Christmas 1 
10:00 AM Lessons & Carols 

Worship/Sanctuary 

28 
OFFICE CLOSED 

29 30 31 1 2 
10:00 AM Naomi 

Circle/Madeline 

Yamada Home 

3 
Christmas 2 
9:00 AM Worship/

Communion/Sanctuary 
11:15 AM Deeper Life/

Communion/Great Room 

4 
9:00 AM Staff Mtg/

Work Room 
10:00 AM Prayer 
Shawl/LC #1 
6:30 PM Deeper 

Life Band Rehears-

al/Great Room 

5 
7:00 PM Mgmt 

Team/Work Room 

6 7 
8:00 AM Men's 

Bible St/Poverty 

Bay Cafe 
6:00 PM Bell Choir 

Rehearsal 
7:15 PM Calvary 

Choir Rehearsal/

Sanctuary 

8 9 
8:30 PM FLY 

Serving Reach Out 

Meal/Social Hall 

10 
1st Sunday after Epiphany/ 
Choir Resumes 
Red Wagon Sunday 
9:00 AM Worship/

Communion/Sanctuary 
10:15 AM Faith Education 

Classes Resume/Packing  
Lunches for Reach Out 
10:15 AM Forum: Race & Faith  
11:15 AM Deeper Life/

Communion/Great Room 

11 
9:00 AM Staff Mtg/

Work Room 
10:00 AM LWR 
Quilting Group/LC 

#1 
6:30 PM Deeper 

Life Band Rehears-

al/Great Room 

12 
10:00 AM Tuesday 

Bible Study/LC #1 
7:00 PM Council/
LC #1 

13 
10:00 AM Midweek 

Bible Study/Pastor's 

Office 
6:30 PM Confirmati

on/LC #2 

14 
8:00 AM Men's 

Bible St/LC #2 
1:00 PM Preschool 
Team/Library 
1:30 PM Men's 

Book Club/LC #1 

until 3:30 
6:00 PM Bell Choir 

Rehearsal 
7:15 PM Calvary 
Choir Rehearsal/

Sanctuary 

15 16 

17 
9:00 AM Worship/

Communion/Sanctuary 
10:15 AM Faith Education 
10:15 AM Forum: Race & Faith  
11:15 AM Deeper Life/

Communion/Great Room 

18 
OFFICE CLOSED/

MLK JR DAY 

19 
10:00 AM Tuesday 

Bible Study/LC #1 
7:00 PM Building & 
Grounds Teams/LC 

#1 

20 
10:00 AM Midweek 

Bible Study/Pastor's 

Office 
6:30 PM Confirmati

on/LC #2 

21 
8:00 AM Men's 

Bible St/LC #2 
11:30 AM Lunch 
Bunch/ 
6:00 PM Bell Choir 

Rehearsal 
7:15 PM Calvary 

Choir Rehearsal/

Sanctuary 

22 
6:30 PM Pub  
Theology/Lolli's 

Broiler & Pub 

23 

24 
9:00 AM Worship/

Communion/Sanctuary 
10:15 AM Faith Education 
10:15 AM Forum: Race & Faith  
11:15 AM Deeper Life/

Communion/Great Room 

25 
9:00 AM Staff Mtg/

Work Room 
6:30 PM Deeper 
Life Band Rehears-

al/Great Room 
7:00 PM Book 

Club/Library 

26 
10:00 AM Tuesday 

Bible Study/LC #1 
6:30 PM Finance 
Tm/LC #1 

27 
10:00 AM Midweek 

Bible Study/Pastor's 

Office 
6:30 PM Confirmati

on/LC #2 

28 
8:00 AM Men's 

Bible St/LC #2 
6:00 PM Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
7:15 PM Calvary 

Choir Rehearsal/

Sanctuary 

29 30 

31 
10:00 AM Coming Together 

Service/Communion/

Sanctuary 
11:15 AM Annual Meeting/

Social Hall 

1 
9:00 AM Staff Mtg/

WorkRoom 
10:00 AM Prayer 
Shawl/LC #1 
6:30 PM Deeper 

Life Band Rehears-

al/Great Room 

2 
10:00 AM Tuesday 

Bible Study/LC #1 
7:00 PM Manageme
nt Team/WkRm 

3 
10:00 AM Midweek 

Bible Study/Pastor's 

Office 
6:30 PM Confirmati

on/LC #2 

4 
8:00 AM Men's 

Bible St/Poverty 

Bay Cafe 
6:00 PM Bell Choir 

Rehearsal 
7:15 PM Calvary 

Choir Rehearsal/

Sanctuary 

5 6 
9:00 AM Council 

Retreat 
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