
 

The latest data is out about 
“Nones”: Americans who declare 
“no religious” affiliation with 
churches or other religious insti-
tutions. Liberal Nones have tri-
pled in the past three decades, 
and Conservative Nones have 
doubled in the 
same time.  That 
means that 
whether your 
religious institu-
tion is an Ortho-
dox Jewish syna-
gogue or a big-
box non-
denominational 
Christian church, 
overall the num-
ber of people 
who show up 
any religious institution has de-
creased significantly. 
 
I have been in ministry for almost 
26 years, and I remember going 
to lectures in the 1990s about the 
coming trend of religious exodus. 
Back then we thought it would 
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only involve disaffected Chris-
tians. Now we see that people 
are exiting all kinds of religious 
institutions.  
   But we’re not just losing our 
religion. People are exiting politi-
cal affiliations, and the European 

Union (think 
Brexit); they are 
jumping ship on 
big bank corpo-
rations, and the 
United Nations. 
While the world 
is growing in its 
global aware-
ness, nations are 
becoming more 
insular, and peo-
ple are becoming 
more tribal. 

 
A September 27 article in The 
Atlantic, “Three Decades Ago, 
America Lost Its Religion. Why?,” 
suggests that three major factors 
account for this change: The con-
servative church’s strong align-
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ment with the Republican 
Party, the end of the Cold 
War (making being non-
religious more acceptable), 
and 9/11 (which exposed 
religious fundamentalism as 
destructive).  I would argue 
that this disaffection has 
been accelerated by the 
24hr/7day news cycle. (The 
more often we hear about 
the deterioration of trust in 



2 

continued from Pastor Lori... 
and open, humble and 
willing to risk failure for 
the sake of the gospel. 
The good news is that 
we do not have to do 
this alone, either as in-
dividuals or congrega-
tions.  We get to go 
through this time of 
change together.  We 
are companions, hold-
ing hands and walking 
into this new future 
that God is opening up 
to us. 
 

As Rebecca’s words indicate, 
with challenge comes op-
portunities. And the chal-
lenges we face today, also 
provide us with new oppor-
tunity for mission. 
 
My hope and prayer for our 
congregation in these up-
coming months and years is 
that, with the Spirit inspiring 
new courage and trust in 
us—that Christ will be with 
us always (Matthew 28:20), 
we will be eager to find new 
ways to move into the fu-
ture with a flexibility and 
faith that undergird the 
work we are called to. 
 
With good courage,  
 
 
 
Pastor Lori Cornell  

institutions, the more likely 
we are to believe that deteri-
oration is happening.) 
 
So what’s a church to do? 
How should we look at this 
rapid culture change—that 
seems so closely tied to us? 
 
One of the best answers to 
these questions may be 
found in the Book of Acts, 
chapter 8: “That day a severe 
persecution began against 
the church in Jerusalem, and 
all except the apostles were 
scattered throughout the 
countryside of Judea and Sa-
maria” (v. 1b).  Huh? 
 
The Book of Acts begins with 
Jesus telling his apostles that 
he is sending them to be his 
witnesses in Jerusalem, Ju-
dea, Samaria, and the ends 
of the earth. My guess is that 
the apostles thought Jesus 
was being overly ambitious 
about how far they would 
travel. And, for a while, those 
first preachers stayed close 
to home. But then the reli-
gious authorities of the day 
felt threatened by them, and 
the powers that were threat-
ened the apostles, sending 
them scattering all over the 
known world—eventually 
even as far as Rome.  
In other words, the church 
spread because Jesus’ follow-
ers had only two choices: 
hide their faith and play it 
safe, or move out into a 

world they didn’t know to do 
the work they were called to. 
 
Two weeks ago, I attended the 
installation of our new Bish-
op’s Associate, Rebecca Lucky 
Shjerven, my colleague and 
friend since I first came to this 
Synod. She had some very 
wise words to share with us 
that I want to repeat here: 
 
Our culture is living 
through a time of rapid 
change and as a result, so 
is the Church.  I say with 
all tenderness in my heart, 
rapid change is not our 
strong suit.  The Church 
has valued things like sta-
bility, strength, order, con-
tinuity, tradition.  Good 
things. . . I value them as 
well. 
But the Spirit of God is up 
to something. . . on the 
loose.  Like in the Book of 
Acts, there are things that 
are coming apart in order 
to make room for new vi-
sion, new voices. . . to 
gather more guests at the 
feast.  This will require 
dying to some old habits 
and practices in order to 
be raised into the new 
things that God is doing. . 
. the vision that God is 
birthing. 
It is uncomfortable, like 
giving birth tends to 
be.  We don’t know what 
this will look like.  We will 
be required to be creative 
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Youth Happenings 
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Grades 7th & 8th 

Wednesdays  
6:30– 8:00 pm 

LC #2 
 

This is an overnight retreat at 
Pastor Lori's lake house!  
 
Meet at the Calvary Parking 
Lot at 9:00 a.m.  
 
Cost: $30/youth.  
 
Please RSVP to Rachel at 
office.calvaryelca@comcast.net  
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Book Groups & Ministries 

 Men’s Book Group 
 Open to all men of Calvary.  
 

Thursday, October 10th  
1:30 p.m. — LC #1 

 
 
Book: Mink River 
by Brian Doyle 
 
Next Book:  
Crucible of Command 
by William C. Davis 
 
Contacts: Larry 
Bengtson, Bill Johnson  

Calvary Book Group 
Open to men and women interested  
in exploring literature together.   
 

 

Thursday, October 24th 
 12:30 p.m.    

Calvary Library  
 
 

Book: Ordinary Grace 
by William Kent Krueger 
 

Next Book:  
Becoming 
by Michelle Obama 
 

Contact:  Gail Pierson  

Fierce Women’s Faith Study 
  Open to all women of Calvary.  

  

Monday, October 21st 
6:30 p.m.    

Pastor Lori’s home 
 

Book: Inspired   
by Rachel Held Evans. 
 

Please have chapters 1  
& 2 read. RSVP with a  
text or email so she  
knows to expect you.   
 

Contact:  Pastor Lori  

Thursday, Oct. 17th - 11:30 a.m. 
Location: Red Lobster 
Contact: Vicki Smith 
 

LUNCH BUNCH 

NAOMI CIRCLE 

Monday, Oct. 21st - 1:00 p.m. 
LC #1  to assemble School Kits  
Host: Marj Hause 

Contact: Madeline Tam 

LWR QUILTING 
 

Monday, Oct. 14th - 10:00 a.m. 

Learning Center #1 

Contact: Corky Black  
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Bible Studies & Office News 

Thursdays at 8:00 a.m.  
 
June 6th 
Poverty Bay Café 
1108 S. 322nd Pl, FW 
  

June  13th          LC #2 

June  20th     LC #2 

June  27th     LC #2  
 

Facilitator: Bill Johnson 

Wednesday Bible Study 

Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m.  

in the Calvary Library 
 

 

 A weekly conversation based on  

 the upcoming scriptures for  

 Sunday’s Worship. 
 

 Facilitators: Pastor Lori Cornell,  
 Intern Pastor Melissa Anderson Trust 

Tuesday Bible Study   

Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m.  

in Learning Center #2 
 

Focusing on the book of Romans. 
 

 Facilitators: Pastor Lori Cornell,  
 Intern Pastor Melissa Anderson Trust 

Men’s Bible Study   

Thursdays at 8:00 or 8:30 a.m. 
 

     Oct. 3rd  Poverty Bay Café 
     8:00 a.m.   1108 S. 322nd Pl, FW 

 

Oct. 10th  LC #2 
Oct. 17th  LC #2 
Oct. 24th  LC #2  
Oct. 31st  LC #2  
8:30 a.m.  

 

Facilitator: Bill Johnson 

Young Adult Ministry  
Bible Study 

 
DISCONTINUED UNTIL  
FURTHER NOTICE. 
 

New to the Calvary Library 

PILL BOTTLE MINISTRY  
DISCONTINUED 

 
Calvary stopped collecting clean, empty  

pill bottles to recycle in September. 

Thank you to Kathleen Parks who took  

on this ministry for 7 months! 

 

Matthew 25 continues to want pill bottles.  

If you wish to continue donating your pill 

bottles, visit https://m25m.org/pillbottles/ 

and follow their instructions.  

“The Face of Dementia, Watching 

Mom Disappear” a true story written 

by our member Les Thomas! 

https://m25m.org/pillbottles/


Community Events 
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You Are Invited To…. 

Transgender Kids: Film & Discussion 
Sunday, October 13, 2019 

1:00 -4:00 p.m. 

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd  

345 South 312th St. Federal Way 
 

Has the conversation in our culture about 

transgender people taken you by surprise? 

Have you heard that many children understand 

themselves to be transgender at an early age? 

Perhaps this has raised concerns in you and 

you feel you need more information? 

Join us at Good Shepherd for a film called The 

Most Dangerous Year that chronicles the jour-

neys of several transgender kids. Meet the 

family of one of the kids featured in the film 

and learn about their journey in person.           

Bring your prayerful questions and a spirit of 

learning. goodshepherdfw.org/event/5930633 

You Are Invited To…. 
 

Ordination of Megan L Phillips  
to Word and Service  

October 13, 2019,  3:00pm  
Celebration Lutheran Church 

2500 Shaw Rd. E Puyallup, WA 98374 

https://www.goodshepherdfw.org/event/5930633


Local Lutheran & Neighbor News 
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Pastor Will Mason of Steel Lake Presbyterian has 

moved into his new office located inside the west 

glass doors.  This move allows SLPC members easi-

er pastoral access as well as a private office for 

each pastor.  The SLPC Main Office remains next 

to the Calvary Library.  Thank you to Tony Willing 

for relocating to allow for this move!  

(photo courtesy of Leslie Shepard) 

NINTH ANNUAL LUTHERAN STUDIES CONFERENCE 

This conference focuses on faith, sexuality, gender, justice and 

shame in politics and faith traditions.  The conference is free and 

open to the public and is on  Thursday, October 3, 2019, 1—5:00pm.   

Keynote lecturer Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber will be speaking on her 2019 

book Shameless: A Sexual Reformation at 7:00 p.m. in the Lagerquist 

Concert Hall. 
 

For registration, schedule and speaker information: 

     Plu.edu/Lutheran-studies-conference 

 
MEMORIAL SERVICE 

Rev. Don Clinton, who served local ELCA congregations for 50 years,  

died on August 9th. His Memorial Service is  Saturday, November 2nd 

at 1:00 pm at Agnus Dei Lutheran Church in Gig Harbor. 
  

Cards may be sent to his wife, Audrey, in care of Agnus Dei Lutheran 

Church, 10511 Peacock Hill Ave NW, Gig Harbor.  

https://creatorlc.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=15adb58fd085cfa8639211682&id=2d1a810aeb&e=490eac5dfc


 

September Recap 
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On Friday, September 13th, a new sign 

was installed that informs the commu-

nity of the three great congregations 

within our building! 

From left to right, Pastors: Lori Cornell 

(Calvary Lutheran); Mike Wang (FW 

Chinese); Will Mason (Steel Lake Pres.) 

and Rowena Wang (FW Chinese). 

(photos courtesy of Glenn Sawyer) 

Neal Cook & Kathleen Parks  
as cows at the Fair. 

(photo courtesy of Sandra Cook) Intern Pastor Melissa Anderson Trust’s  
first Sunday at Calvary was September 1st.  

(photos courtesy of Marj Hause, Glenn Sawyer) 



Alternate Ways to Contribute to Calvary 
There are some simple ways you 
can contribute to Calvary’s Mis-
sions on top of regular giving:  
 

Thrivent Choice 

With Thrivent Choice, Thrivent Fi-

nancial Members have the option 

of directing where some of the 

charitable outreach funds go. Since 

2010, more than 330 million has 

been distributed to churches and 

non-profits nationwide. If you have 

funds invested with Thrivent, you 

earn Thrivent Choice dollars each 

year. You must make a choice by 

the March 31 deadline or the 

funds go back to Thrivent to        

distribute for you. 

Calvary is listed as an approved 

Thrivent Choice Dollars recipient.  

To select Calvary, open up your 

Thrivent account by phone:  

1. Call 800-847-4836 and when 
prompted, say “Thrivent 
Choice®.”  

2. Press 1 to direct Choice Dollars
(If prompted, say or enter your 
phone number and date of 
birth.)  

3. A representative will work with 
you to direct Choice Dollars.  

 

Please let Lin Fant know how much 

you direct to Calvary, as the mon-

ey comes to her without detail.  

Questions? Contact Marj Hause. 

Amazon Smile 
AmazonSmile is a simple and 
automatic way for you to 
support your favorite chari-
table organization every 
time you shop, at no cost to 
you. When you shop at 
smile.amazon.com, you’ll 
find the exact same low pric-
es, vast selection and con-
venient shopping experience 
as Amazon.com, with the 
added bonus that Amazon 
will donate a portion of the 
purchase price to your favor-
ite charitable organization.   
When you shop on Amazon, 
you can set up your account 
so 0.5% of your eligible pur-
chases are sent to Calvary.  

1.  Set up an account on Am-
azon.com & then go to 
smile. Amazon.com 

2. The first time you will 
need to select a charita-
ble organization to re-
ceive donations:   

a. organization search –  
“Calvary Lutheran” 

b. location:  Federal Way 
When you have success-
fully selected Calvary, a 
line under the Amazon 
search bar will say: 
“Supporting: Calvary Lu-
theran Church.”   

c.  When you shop, go to 
www.smile.amazon.com  

Fred Meyer  

Community Rewards 
Fred Meyer Community Re-
wards is a part of the Fred 
Meyer Rewards Program.   

On top of earning reward 
and fuel points, you also earn 
donations for your favorite 
nonprofit, just by shopping 
with your Rewards Card. 
Fred Meyer will donate $2.6 
million to nonprofits in Alas-
ka, Idaho, Oregon and Wash-
ington every year through 
this new program. Here's 
how it works: 
 

1.  Create an Fred Meyer ac-
count online using your 
email and a password. Go 
to the Rewards link and go 
down to Community Re-
wards.  Link your Fred 
Meyer Rewards card to 
Calvary Lutheran Church 
#81144.  

2.  At the end of each quar-
ter, Fred Meyer will make 
a donation to participating 
nonprofits based on the 
accumulated spending of 
the Rewards Customers 
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https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
http://www.smile.amazon.com/


Members and Milestones 
Prayers for Ongoing  
Health Issues  

Ardy Jobse 

Carrie Ferguson 

Doris Rime 

Grace Schwartz  

Janet Freeman-Daily 

Jeanne Hotchkiss 

Joann Jones 

John Moller 

Susan Hoppler 

Vicki Smith 

Vivian Anderson 
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Baptismal  
Anniversaries 

Birthdays  

02  Nevada Paris 

05 Tim Riddle 

06  John Moller 

07 Carol Peterson-Powell 

08 Olivia Liening 

      Desamu Thorpe 

09 Gayle Miller 

10 Grace Schwartz 

13 Dick Pierson 

18  Marj Hause 

       Vern Warmbo 

22 Paula Paris 

  Bob Roegner 

23 Joyce Smith 

25 Bill Johnson 

 Pichin Oksenvaag 

26  Ben Johnson 

27 Donna Hinkley 

29 Lori Cornell 

30 Karen Sheppard 

31 Glenn Sawyer 

Karen Caldara 

Ellen Campbell 

Keith Klungness 

Tim Riddle 

 

Thank you again for your generosity.  Amy, from 

Refugees Northwest, was able to take a full vehicle 

load of hygiene products with her Sunday, Sept. 

8th, following the forum.  Thank you also for the 

many hands making light work of filling the kit 

bags, especially the young people, who so  

enthusiastically dove in to help.  

You are amazing!  

~ Carolyn Davis, Red Wagon 
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October’s Leading in Worship Schedule 



13 

October’s Calendar 
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